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IX. Another AccmM of the Jama Rruptkn 
of Mount Vefuvius : In a Letter to Daniel 
Wray, Efyy F. R. S. from Sir Francis 
Haikiias Eyks Stil&y Bart. F.M. S. 

De?ir Sir, Naples, agth Dec. 7760. 

Read Feb* 5, ^ LL puWic exikiWtioBS are pmhih'md 
*^^'* JlIL for a few day?, on account .of the 
ecviiptbn of Vefvivitts ; and intereft is making with 
the faint of the place, to proteft the city from the inif- 
chiefs, which the mauntain is fuppofedto be threaten- 
ing us with. There is, igdeed, a very extraordinary 
eruption at or jiear the foot of the mountain ; but it 
bodes no eml to Naples in the opinion of any, but 
the very timorous, who take in all poilibilities, and 
who are led 1 to imagine, from this eruption at fuch a 
diftance from the iiimmit, that the ioil, on which 
weftand, is not to be trufted. This new eruption 
began on the 23d inftant : it waa accompanied by a 
very extraordinary one at the fu^unit, which I was 
an eye-witnefs of, from our own windows, about 
moon; and, I belkve, this was a very few minutes 
after it happened. Mr. Lowther, and his compa- 
nion Mn Watlbn, were, at that time, climbing the 
m^nntain, and, with the Al;4)ate Ckm«Rte their an- 
ti<|uary, and fome ruftic guides, were arrived withia 
fi% yards of the fummit, wh?n it burft out. The 
flames, aiad the aecenied ftcaaes thrown up, we«e 
very terrifole, by thdr account j fome of the latter, 
as large as footrbays, fell <¥i liieir fide 5 but the 
greater part fell on the etber ;fide the moiuatain, 
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The fmoke only was vifible from our windows, the 
flames being concealed within the fmoke, and alio 
overpowered by the brightnefs of the ftinfliine. But 
this fmoke was a moft glorious objed: : for it formed 
an upright column, of a very great thicknefs, at 
iirft ; but fenfibly increafing every njoment, by frelh 
fmoke, that we faw climbing the fides of the column, 
as if the interior part was too folid to admit it. The 
height of this column anfwcred in proportion to the 
diameter, like that of a pillar in architefture. From 
this you may judge of the bulk of the appearance: 
the column Supported its perpendicularity near. a 
quarter of an hour, whether from the ftrength of the 
blaft that threw it up, or from the refiftance made 
by fo great a body to the force of the wind; per- 
haps from both thefe caufeS; for the latter muft be 
admitted as one, if we confider, that the power of 
the wind will only increafe with the furface of the 
body to be moved, whereas the refiftance will be as 
the mafs. The upper part of this fmoke was finely 
illumined, and variegated, by the fun; and when 
it began to unfold itfelf, it appeared juft as Pliny has 
defcribed the eruption, that deftroyed the naturalifl:; 
that is, like a branching tree ; to which comparifon 
of his I may add this circumftance, that the creep- 
ing of the frefli fmoke up the fides perfe(3:ly re- 
lembled the undulating motion of a neft of cater^ 
pillars, when climbing the trunk of fome vegetable. 
This glorious fight, which is itfelf almoft worth a 
journey from England, did not laft long ; for, in 
lefs than an hour, it diffufed itfelf, blackening all 
the mountain, and a large portion of the fky) and 
when the wind had cleared the top of the mountain, 
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which It did foon after, we obferved the fmoke 
afcending from it to be very moderate, though, i£ 
compared with that, which iffued before the eruption^, 
it might be faid to be very confiderable. 

Thus far the fummit : now for the foot, where we 
obferved, at the fame tii^ie, a double column of fmoke, 
that we judged to be an eruption, and it proved to be 
a very great one. The flames, and the light of the 
flream of lava that iffued from it, became vifible after 
funfet. We went all of us the next morning (the 
a^th), to take a nearer view of the eruption ; we 
took the great road to Salerno, and about ten miles 
from Naples, about mid-way between Torre del 
Greco and Torre del Annuntiata, we were flopped 
by the ftream of lava, which had crofled the road, 
and was making for the fea. The mouths of the 
eruption were about a mile and half, or better, to 
our left, and were raging in a very frightful manner, 
as the noife of the explofions, which fucceeded one 
another, at the interval of only a fecond or two, was 
equal to a florm of thunder. The flames were very 
bright, after it was dark ^ and the accenfed ftones, 
which were thrown up in vafl quantities at every ex- 
plofion, refembled the fpringing of a niine, as they 
call it, in a fire-work* We flaid an hour oir two, 
in the night, on the fpot, to behold this fight, Thefe 
mouths of fire flill continue to play; but the lave 
has not yet reached the fea, though it was faid to be 
within half a mile of it, when we were there. A 
fmall riling of the ground before it has obliged it to 
fpread in breadth, and its progrefs for the fliore is 
very flow : perhaps it may not reach it, if the erup^ 
tion continues, but may, by the level of the ground, 
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Be determined to fome other dire^iiort. The mouth* 
are faid to have been fourteen in all at firft> after- 
Wards ireduced to eight, and now, I believe, much 
fewer. There are three hillocks, large enough t<^ 
be diftihguifhed at Naples, that are formed by the 
ftones and ipatter thrown up at thefe mouths, and 
©ne of them is already a young mountain. Some 
imagine the eruption will laft many months, as the 
lower eruptions have generally lafted longeft ; and 
tliis, I think, is a great deal lower than any that 
ever happened. 

F. H. Eyles Stiles.. 
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X. ExtraSi of a Letter from Mr. Robert 
Mack inlay, to the Right Hm. the Ear/ of 
Morton^ F. R. S. Sated at Rome, the 
mh January 1761. concerning the late 
Eruptimof Mount Vefuvius, a?id the Dif- 
covery of an antient Statue of Veniis at 
Rome» 

lead Feb. 19, /TTiHERE has been ia moft terrible 
^T ^' j^ eruption lately of mount Vefuvius^. 

about the latter end of laft months but the accounts 
hitherto arrived are not very diftind : however, they 
sill agree, that there were nine new mouths, or open- 
ings, tov^ards the Torre del Greco and Annonciada i 
that i?ery Gonfidcrable flbocks of an earthquake v^ere 
Jelt all over Naples : that neither fire nor fraokc came 
mi of the old crater; that the lava had run into the 



